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Introduction

A building is any independent structure comprising one or more rooms or other spaces, covered by a 
roof, enclosed with external walls or dividing walls, which extend from the foundations to the roof, 

and intended for residential, agricultural, industrial, commercial, cultural, etc., purposes.

other buildingsdwelling purposes.

Building 

The purpose of this section is to provide a market 
snapshot of the buildings in UE. 

residential non-residential
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in addition

Main construction activities 
(new constructions, demolitions and renovation);

Existing construction;

market study was focused on the following aspects:

Source: United Nations Statistics Division

Focus

Eastern Europe
(Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Slovak Republic);

Western Europe
(Austria, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands);

Northern Europe
(Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Sweden, United Kingdom).

Southern Europe
(Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain);
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European Construction Market 

Extracted from “European Construction Markets” made by CECE Cannes, 5 October 2006  
Source:Euroconstruct

Euroconstruct area: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United kingdom

Housing slow downdynamism of civil engineering

 

Source: Extracted from “Press Conference” made by Euroconstruct, Munich, 30 November 2006

The focus of costruction is
residential sector

642 billion € (47.7 %) 
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Comparison between Western and Eastern countries

European Construction Market 

Extracted from “European Construction Markets” made by CECE Cannes, 5 October 2006  
Source:Euroconstruct

Eastern European countries in 2005: 
51.5 billion €

Western European countries in 2005: 
1213.1 billion €

Residential remains the leading market Non-residential is the leading market

Extracted from “State of the European Construction Equipment Industry” made by CECE Naples, 12 Novembre 2007  
Source:Euroconstruct
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Existing housing stock 
TOTAL DWELLINGS IN EUROPE IN 2001

(204 million)
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Source: Own elaboration. Data extracted from “Regular National Report on Housing developments in European Countries””
made by The Housing Unit - IE, November 2004  
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Existing housing stock 

In order to assess the impact of Directive on Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD),
three climatic regions have been distinguished:

Finland,Sweden Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
France, Germany, Ireland,

Luxembourg,The Netherlands, 
United Kingdom

Cold Moderate Warm

Greece, Italy
Portugal, Spain

Extracted from “Mitigation of CO2 Emission from the Buildings stocks”” made by ECOFYS for EURIMA & EuroACE, 02.2004
Source:Euroconstruct

buildings larger than 1000m2, which are subject
to the Directive, represent only some 28% of 

the total area of the building stock

The group of single-family 
houses represents the largest

share of buildings (45%)

Multi-family houses (MFH) cover 
26 % of the total building stock, 

non-residential buildings 29 %
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Age Distribution of the Housing 
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOUSING STOCK (%) 

Western Europe - 2001
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOUSING STOCK (%) 
Eastern Europe - 2001

2,8 9,7
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOUSING STOCK (%)
Northern Europe - 2001
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Source: own elaboration. Data extracted from UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) 

Eastern Europe 
presents the higher 
and the  older 
housing stock 
(dwellings)

Southern Europe 
contains the 
newer housing 
stock
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New construction and demolition 

Source: own elaboration. Data extracted from UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) 

The number of new construction and demolition can be 
useful to investigate quantitatively the turn over of 
buildings. 

NEW CONSTRUCTIONS AND DEMOLITIONS IN EUROPE IN 
2002
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the missing data here, 
especially for Italy 
and United kingdom, 
is likely distorting

NEW CONSTRUCTIONS AND DEMOLITIONS IN EUROPE IN 2002 
COMPARED TO THE EXISTING PARK
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The construction activities 
furnish a slight portion of 
existing stock
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New non-residential buildings

industrial, 
commercial,
offices, 
education,
storage,
health,
and any other buildings not designated to residential purposes.

This category includes the following typologies:

Extracted from “European construction markets”” made by CECE, Cannes, 5 October 2006
Source:Euroconstruct

Non-residential: a highly diverse market
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Renovation works

The buildings renovation as well as the new buildings 
construction, offer an important opportunity to promote 
initiatives of various kind (legislatives, fiscals,...) for the 
improvement of buildings performance.

In 2005, the overall output of R&M activities on existing 
buildings represented a share of 36% 

23.1% in residential plus 13.2% in non-residential

 

The renovation market is 
extremely important in 
Europe, accounting for 
over a third of total input. 

Excluding civil engineering, 
the renovation market in 
Europe accounts for nearly 
half the value of the 
building market in Europe, 
due largely to the important 
role of renovation in 
Germany, France, Italy, and 
United Kingdom.

Lorenzo Maiorino
APAT

12Development of European Ecolabel Criteria for Buildings
First Ad Hoc Working Group Meeting – Roma, April 15 ‘08

Long-term prospects are good, as 150 million European dwellings 
are at least 25 years old

Renovation works

In the renovation market, 

total renovation (buildings completely renovated) 
accounts for 15 to 20%;

partial renovation (a functional portion of a building renovated) 
account for 33%;

smaller renovations, primarily by private individuals, 
account for the remainder
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Summary

The construction sector represents a strategically important sector 
for the European Union, providing building and infrastructure on
which all sectors of the economy depend. 

The economic relevance of the EU-27 construction market is 
estimated at about 10% of GDP (1305 billion €) and 7,3% of 
total workforce (13,2 million people).

Buildings account for the largest share of the total EU final energy 
consumption (42%) and produce about 35% of all greenhouse 
emissions

Its impact is not just limited to economic issues, in fact the quality of 
buildings and building activities reflect the environmental and social 
requirements of citizens.
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Summary
the result of the analysis:

The new construction and demolition constitute a slight portion of 
existing stock (around 1-2%)

Non-residential is a highly diverse market in several sub-categories:

industrial, 
commercial,
offices, 
education,
miscellaneous,
storage,
health,
agricultural

The residential buildings play an important role in  the construction 
sector with a total output over 40% (47,7 % in 2005); however 
the non-residential buildings constitute a significant portion of 
output (31,1% in 2005)
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Thank you for your consideration


