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This survey reveals that Europeans are
increasingly concerned about the environment,

but still reluctant to take individual action to
protect it.

This survey reveals that Europeans are
increasingly concerned about the environment,

but still reluctant to take individual action to
protect it.

Italians are most likely to associate “the environment” with pollution in towns and cities and
compared to their European counterparts are much more likely to do so. Italian are relatively
less likely to link the environment with climate change and the state of the environment the next
generation will inherit.
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1. Environment in citizens’ lives
Q. For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you
totally agree, tend to agree, tend to disagree or totally disagree…?

Option: Environmental problems have a direct effect on your daily life
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Q. From the following list, please pick the five main environmental
issues that you are worried about?
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Climate change
57%

Water pollution (seas, rivers,
lakes and underground sources)

42%

Air pollution
40%

Man made disasters (major oil
spills or industrial accidents, etc.)

39%

Natural disasters (earthquakes,
floods, etc.)
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The impact on our health of
chemicals used in everyday products
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Depletion of natural resources
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Growing waste
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Agricultural pollution (use of
pesticides, fertilizers, etc.)
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The use of genetically modified
organisms in farming
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Urban problems (traffic jams,
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Impact of current transport modes
(more cars, more motorways,
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Q. Have you done any of the following during the past month for
environmental reasons?
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Cut down your energy consumption
(for example turning down air conditioning

or heating, not leaving appliances on
stand-by, buying energy saving light bulbs,

buying energy efficient appliances, etc.)

Cut down your water consumption
(for example not leaving water

running when washing the dishes
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The environmental issue which worries both EU respondents and Italians the most is
climate change. However, the proportion of Italians mentioning this is lower than the figure
for the EU as a whole. Italians are also relatively less likely to worry about water pollution,
the depletion of natural resources, growing waste and the loss of biodiversity.
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As in the EU altogether, the vast majority of Italians have taken concrete steps with the
environment in mind. However, for all individual actions, the average figures for the shares
of Italians carrying these out are lower than the corresponding EU averages. The activity
which is most carried out in Italy is the separation of waste for recycling, as in the EU as a
whole.
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A majority of Italian respondents agree that they experience the direct effects of
environmental problems in their daily lives. The level of Italian agreement with this
proposition is higher than that seen in the EU average.
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The majority of Italians agree that they would be prepared to buy environmentally friendly
products, even if they cost a little more than they currently do. The share of Irish
respondents saying this is a little lower than the EU average. In Italy, those who are still
studying are the most likely to agree with this statement. Italians finishing their education
between 16 and 19 are more likely to agree than those who studied until the age of at least
20. This is not the case at EU level.
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2. Environment in public life and decision making

Q. When it comes to protecting the environment, do you think
that decisions should be made by the (NATIONALITY) Government, or
made jointly within the European Union?
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Q. In your opinion, which of the following would be the most
effective way(s) of tackling environmental problems?
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effective way(s) of tackling environmental problems?

Offering higher financial incentives
(e.g.: tax breaks, subsidies) to industry,
commerce and to citizens who protect

the environment
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Introducing heavier
fines for offenders

Ensuring better enforcement of
existing environmental legislation

Providing more information
on environmental issues

Introducing stricter
environmental legislation

Introducing and increasing taxation
on environmentally damaging

activities

4%
Don't know

1%

0%

None of these (SPONTANEOUS)

Others (SPONTANEOUS)

Total “Disagree” Total “Agree”

82%11%

78%13%

80%13%

89%9%

86%12%

85%13%

Q. In your opinion, to what extent do the following factors
influence your "quality of life"?
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Compared to Europeans as a whole, a slightly higher share of Italians think that economic
and social factors as well as the state of the environment influence their quality of life.
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As in the EU, a clear majority of Italians believe that when it comes to protecting the
environment, decisions should be made jointly within the EU. However, the Italian figure is
somewhat lower than the EU figure.
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For the Italian public, the most effective way of tackling environmental problems is
providing more information on environmental issues. The Italian figure is higher than the
EU average here. Italian respondents are also relatively more likely to see the better
enforcement of existing legislation as being effective in future. Compared to the EU
averages, lower shares of Italian respondents think that heavier fines for offenders and
financial incentivisation would be effective.
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There is strong support in Italy for European environmental policies whether that is in terms
of common European legislation, the EU’s help for non-EU countries and higher budget
shares for environmental protection in the EU. Nonetheless, the average Italian is more
likely than the average European to oppose EU assistance to non-EU countries.
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3. Information about the environment
Q. In general, how informed do you feel about environmental issues?Q. In general, how informed do you feel about environmental issues? Q. Do you think that current labels on products allow you to identify
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Q. From the following list, who do you trust most when it comes to environmental issues?Q. From the following list, who do you trust most when it comes to environmental issues?

Environmental
protection

associations
(Greenpeace,

World
Wildlife

Fund, etc.)

Scientists Television Consumer
associations

and other
citizens’

organisations

European
Union

National
government

Political
parties

standing for
environment

(Greens, etc.)

Teachers
at school

or university

Relatives\
family\

neighbours\
friends\

colleagues

Regional\
local

government

The radio Companies Trade
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Total Yes
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International
organisations

(United Nations,
etc.)
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The complete data set of this survey can be found in the
Special Eurobarometer report "Attitudes of European citizens towards the environment"

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_295_en.pdf

In Italy, environmental protection associations are the most trusted actor for environmental issues. A higher than average proportion of Italians
place their trust in institutional actors in the form of the EU, the national government and regional/local governments. A lower than average share
of Italians trust scientists the most.
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Concerning environmental issues, more Italians feel badly informed than well informed.
This is a reversal of EU results for this question. Italians aged between 25 and 54 are more
likely to feel informed compared to those aged between 15 and 24, or 55 and over. The
Italian respondents who spent the most time in education feel the most informed, with the
same observation also holding true at EU level.
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The majority of Italians say that current labelling allows them to identify environmentally
friendly products. The same is true at the EU level, but to a lesser extent than in Italy.
Italians aged between 15 and 39 are more likely than their older counterparts to say they
can identify products from labelling. The same is also true at EU level. For the EU results,
as the education of respondents increases, so does the proportion of respondents saying
they can identify products. There is no such relationship in Italy, although Italian students
are the most likely to say they can identify “green” products.
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