


How do you reach out to potential citizen 
scientists?

Seaside Boards
Social Media
Smart Phone Apps
Brochures
Websites



Citizen science – Spot the Jellyfish

International recognition of Spot the Jellyfish as a citizen 
science initiative:
(see reports at 
http://www.science20.com/citizen_science_journal/jelly
fish_reporting_citizen_scientists_malta and at 
http://www.scienceforcitizens.net/blog/2010/08/spot-
the-jellyfish-here-or-in-malta/). 

http://www.science20.com/citizen_science_journal/jellyfish_reporting_citizen_scientists_malta
http://www.scienceforcitizens.net/blog/2010/08/spot-the-jellyfish-here-or-in-malta/


Citizen science – Spot the Jellyfish

Continuous interactive activities with schoolchildren of different ages 
and at different venues



The ocean literacy impact of citizen 
science

Ocean literacy is an understanding of the ocean's influence on you—and your
influence on the ocean. There are seven Essential Principles of Ocean
Literacy comprising 45 Fundamental Concepts.









The scientific impact of citizen science 
campaigns

Putting multi-annual citizen science data to 
good use!



The Age of Discovery has never 
ended!

Upside-down jellyfish - alien

Nomadic jellyfish - alien

Australian spotted jellyfish - alien

Compass 
jellyfish -
indigenou
s

Blue button –
indigenous



The Age of Discovery has never ended!

Siphonophore bonanza

Praya dubia

Hula skirt siphonophore
Barbed-wire jellyfish





03/03/2015 PERSEUS International Jellyfish Workshop                         Cadiz, 
Spain



03/03/2015 PERSEUS International Jellyfish Workshop                         Cadiz, 
Spain

Velella velella massive bloom 
April/May 2014









The evolution of seaside boards
Spot the Jellyfish – kicked off in June 2010 –
recognised as an example of citizen science 
good practice!

<2010



The albatross around the neck of each CCC –
VALIDATION! AI to the rescue!
• Industry 4.0 is the current trend of

automation and data exchange
in manufacturing technologies. It
includes cyber-physical systems,
the Internet of things and cloud
computing. Industry 4.0 creates
what has been called a “smart
factory”.

• Such protocols are increasingly
being applied to the marine
domain, promoting Blue Growth in
the process



AI to the rescue!









Socio-
economic 
survey in 
Malta, 
Tunisia, Italy 
and Spain



Ocean literacy and advocacy

Publication of informative and educational material for mass dissemination



Ocean literacy and advocacy

Publication of informative and educational material for mass dissemination



SMART PHONE APP

Ocean literacy through unconventional means – smart phone apps – MED-JELLY

Available for both Android and iPhone platforms – almost 2000 
downloads to date



JELLYFISH DISPERSION MODEL



Validation of the model

03/03/2015 PERSEUS International Jellyfish Workshop                         Cadiz, 
Spain Coastal drifters



Anti-
jellyfish 
nets



Anti-
jellyfish 
nets



Anti-
jellyfish 
nets



Deployment of anti-jellyfish net
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