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Science did
not often
recognize
the rise of

jellyfish

Since about
15 years, 

jellyfish are 
increasingly
abundant

BUT



The recent interest on jellyfish from 
the public and scientists has been 

motivated by



Both indigenous and non indigenous established, contribute 
to the rise of jellyfish biomass in the Mediterranean Sea

BUT

the huge difficult to study these organisms is the lack of 
historical data. This lack makes difficult  describing the 

temporal and spatial trends of distribution of the species

AND
The causes of the outbreaks of the Scyphozoa are 

also poor clear



So the Mediterranean Commission launched a 
CITIZEN SCIENCE initiative

Jellywatch campaign in 2009 in Italy

Vectors

CoCoNet

PERSEUS

RITMARE



We asked citizens to send us records
from the Italian waters





2010
4 more species

since new arrivals 
were recorded

and
THOUSAND OF 

RECORDS



2011
more and more 

species, and several
languages

and
More than 3000 

sightings



2016
The new species
Pelagia benovici

and
17000 sightings



8500 km 
of

Italian Coast





1733 bathers sought medical assistance 
from 2007 to 2011

Estimated cost of first-aid sting 
treatments along the Salento

coastline over the 5-years period 
400,000 Euros

Pelagia noctiluca, Carybdea marsupialis
and Olindias phosphorica as the worst 

stinger jellyfish in Salento waters
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