
ISPRA E&H Unit has been involved for several years in many projects related to indoor air 
quality and respiratory health in schools environment, collaborating also  with the Ministry 
of Health and  the Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea (IMELS). Since 2007 ISPRA E&H Unit 
was appointed by IMELS as national coordinators of italian activities of the SEARCH initiative 
(School Environment and Respiratory Health of Children). This research project was 
implemented within the international frameworks of the EU Action Plan on Environment and 
Health, the World Health Organization’s Children’s Environment and Health Action Plan 
for Europe, financially supported  by  IMELS. REC  Hungary (Regional Environmental Center)  
provides coordination of activities in 10 different Countries. 

The first phase of the SEARCH initiative (2006–2009): monitoring of outdoor and indoor 
concentrations of several air pollutants in about 100 schools, 400 classrooms; and health 
assessments of more than 7,000 children. 

The results of the SEARCH 2 project (2010–2013) were also based on assessments 
of children’s comfort and exposure to indoor air pollution in schools 
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• 10 countries
• 388 classrooms
• 7,680 children

Relationship between concentrations measured inside 
the classrooms and outside the schools  in the 10 SEARCH countries 

Prevalence (%) of children with various types of diagnosed allergy 
in classrooms with and without plastic flooring

Prevalence (%) of children with asthma or asthmatic symptoms 
in classrooms with walls painted with water-resistant paint. 

INDOOR AIR QUALITY AT SCHOOL:
THE SEARCH INITIATIVE

www.search.rec.org
Kids’ Corner: 
   Memory Game The game is designed for use 
   by children, providing them with a fun way 
   to access important facts about indoor 
   air quality by finding matching pairs of pictures. 

   Quiz Designed for use by children, 
   the quiz tests how much they have learned 
   in the course of the lessons delivered 
   by their teachers using the Air Pack material. 

The main goal of the SEARCH 3 project (2014–2015) 
Was to implement in practice all the results achieved in the context of the SEARCH initiative 
into a user-friendly educational toolkit “AirPack”  
for teachers and children aged between 8 and 11. (www.airpack.rec.org) 

To know more: 
http://www.isprambiente.gov.it
For infomation:  
luciana.sinisi@isprambiente.it
francesca.demaio@isprambiente.it 


