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European bison in a wilderness 
context 

It is a key species for the enhancing of natural processes  
 
It is an umbrella species 
 
The Carpathian Mountains represent the best ground for 
a massive reintroduction of this species  



1) Tarcu Mountains 
2) Poiana Rusca Mountains  

Southern Carpathian 



Enable the successful recovery of the 
European Bison in Tarcu and Poiana Rusca 
Mountains in Southwest Romania 

OVERALL AIM 



SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

To establish one free living, genetically and 
demographically viable sub-population of the European 
Bison with around 185 animals in the Tarcu and Poiana 
Rusca Mountains, Romania 



- Establish 2 temporary in-situ release 
facilities; 



- Select on genetic & health criteria, purchase and 
transport a minimum of 100 animals; 



- After acclimatization release the animals 
into the wild; 



- Monitor the animals (e.g. satellite and/or radio-
telemetry) and other species of wildlife 

RANGERS 

Stakeholders 



Voluntiers/ sudents 

















To create new economic activities in the area using the 
bison as the main target 







To reduce conflicts between free living bison and 
rural economic activities 







To stimulate a generally positive attitude amongst the 
local stakeholders in favour of the European bison 



To increase the interest amongst the general 
public for the conservation of the European 

Bison 
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