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Report on the 3rd international Workshop on the standard Lower
Cretaceous ammonite zonation of the Mediterranean region
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362: Tethyan and Boreal Cretaceous

The third international Workshop on the standard
Lower Cretaceous ammonite zonation of the
Mediterranean region was held in Piobbico (Italy) from
5 to 8 july 1994. It was organized by F. CEcca and G.
PALLINI in cooperation with the Town of Piobbico.

The internationality of the workshop was good;
participants of 10 countries attended the meeting:
Morocco, Tunisia, Spain, ltaly, France, England, The
Netherlands, Czech Republic, Rumania and Georgia.

This 3rd international Workshop was organized in
the framework of IGCP Projects 362 "Tethyan and
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Boreal Cretaceous" and 343 "Stratigraphic correlations
of Peri-Tethyan basins". Because the first two
workshops were held in the framework of IGCP Project
262 "Tethyan Cretaceous corrclation”, a change of
Chairman was necessary. Dr. Philip J. HOEDEMAEKER
was reclected as Chairman for this international
Working Group and Dr. Peter F. RAWSON was elected as
vice-chairman. The connection between Tethyan and
Boreal ammonite zonations is thus assured. Of course,
correlations with austral Lower Cretaceous ammonite
zones will not be excluded from the discussions.
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Tab. 1 - Ammonite zonation for the Mediterranean Lower Cretaceous as defined during the Mula

Workshop (HOEDEMAEKER & COMPANY, 1993).

- Zonazione ad ammoniti per il Cretaceo inferiore mediterraneo definita nel Workshop di Mula
(HOEDEMAEKER & COMPANY, 1993).

STAGES

ZONES

SUBZONES

HORIZONS

ALBIAN

upper

S. (8.) dispar

S. (8.) dispar

S. (F.) blancheti

M. inflatum

middle

E. lautus

E. loricatus

H. dentatus

H. spathi
L. lyelli

lower

D. mammillatum

L. tardefurcata

APTIAN

upper

H. jacobi

A nolani

D. nodosocostatum

middle

P. melchioris

E. subnodosocostatum

lower

D. furcata

D. deshayesi

D. weissi

D. tuarkyricus

BARREMIAN

upper

M. sarasini

H. ridzewskyi

[ giraudi

H. feraudianus

H. sartousiana

A. vandenheckii

lower

H. caillaudianus

S. nicklesi

N. pulchella

S. hugii

HAUTERIVIAN

upper

P. angulicostata auct.

P. catulloi

P. angulicostata auct.

B. balearis

“P. ligatus”

S. sayni

C. cruasense

lower

L. nodosoplicatum

C. loryi

0. (1.) jeannoti

C. loryi

A. radiatus

upper

N. (T.) pachydicranus

N.(T.) callidiscus

H. trinodosum

C. furcillata

0. (O.) nicklesi

S. verrucosum

lower

B. campylotoxus

1. pertransiens

T. otopeta

BERRIASIAN | VALANGINIAN

upper

I'. boissieri

T. alpillensis

B. picteti

M. paramimounum

middle

T. occitanica

D. dalmasi

B. privasensis

T. subalpina

lower

B. jacobi
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The main result of the scientific discussions is that
the attendants did not change the zonal scheme adopted
during the 2nd Workshop in Mula (Spain) in 1992
(HOEDEMAEKER & COMPANY, 1993). This scheme is
reproduced here in Table 1. This means that a certain
stability in standard ammonite zonation has been
reached. This is a good sign because the zonation would
loose credibility if it is changed every two years. The
zonation adopted by the Workshop will be used on the
new sequence-stratigraphic Mesozoic-Cenozoic cycle
chart, which is now in press in a Special Publication of
the Society of Economic Paleontologista and
Mineralogists (SEPM). Slight corrections are necessary
in the Lower Barremian and Lower Valanginian, but the
studies in which these corrections are proposed should
be published first.

During the Workshop P. RAwsON presented his
correlation between the pre-Aptian Mediterranean and
Boreal zonation. We refer the reader to his paper
(RawsoN, this volume).

The majority of the attendants agreed that the
ammonite biochronozones should be used to define
Lower Cretaceous stages; ammonites still provide the
finest stratigraphic resolution in the Mesozoic erathem

(down to 100.000 years). If we stop with this well-tested
and more than a century old tradition, the comparison
with older literature becomes almost impossible.
Worldwide correlation can best be done with
magnetostratigraphy, —or  with an  "integrated
stratigraphy" approach.

The next workshop is planned for 1997 in England
where the ammonite zonation of the boreal and possibly
austral Lower Cretaceous will be discussed and
correlated with the slightly corrected Mediterrancan
standard.
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