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ALLOCATED MARINE ZONES FOR AQUACULTURE (AZA)
- ATECHNICAL GUIDE -

“Ensuring the sustainable development of aquaculture
through spatial planning and increased potential of sites”
is among the key objectives of the Strategic Aquaculture
Plan 2014-2020 and the Operational Program of the
EMFF 2014-2020 to promote an innovative and compe-
titive aquaculture, sustainable and resource efficient aqua-
culture.

This Technical Guide is a tool to facilitate the understan-
ding of the processes for the Allocation of marine Zone
for Aquaculture (AZA) and to guide in the selection of
new sites, ensuring the protection of the environment,
the conservation of biodiversity and integrating the acti-
vities of aquaculture in maritime spatial planning, accor-
ding to an ecosystem approach to aquaculture (FAO).
The assignment of marine spaces by the competent au-
thorities has to be based on the best environmental, te-
chnical, biological knowledge and shall apply tools and
models that will allow prediction and measurement of
the potential impacts of aquaculture activities.

This Technical Guide provides the advanced knowledge,
the tools and the methodological approach to identify: 1)
marine zones for aquaculture (AZA), based on the en-
vironmental and oceanographic characteristics of coastal
marine areas, logistics and services, using GIS tools and
numerical models; Il) suitable sites, based on environ-
mental characterization surveys, carrying capacity esti-
mation, environmental impact assessment, and maritime
state-owned concessions; lll) environmental monito-
ring programmes to be carried out in the licensed ma-
rine areas, according to the produced biomass and the
characteristics of the site, to monitor potential impacts
and reduce environmental and sanitary risks, complying
to an adaptive approach.

This publication, drafted by ISPRA for the MiPAAF Ge-
neral Direction for Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture,
is the result of a long participatory process, shared both
at regional level Mediterranean with the FAO-GFCM,
with which ISPRA collaborated for the drafting of the
AZA Guide for the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, and
at national level with the competent regional directorates
and ministries, producer associations, aquaculture ope-
rators, the scientific community, environmental agencies
and experimental zooprophylactic institutes.

For these reasons, the technical contents of this Guide
can be a valuable and ready support to regional Authori-
ties and to the Technical Committee of the Ministry of
Infrastructure and Transport, which are developing the
Maritime Space Management Plans, (Legislative Decree
201/2016) as well as to all parties involved in the planning
of the development of aquaculture in marine areas and
supporting the sustainable growth of aquaculture in the
framework of Italian Blue economy.
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